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In The News

Dr. Harsh Vardhan Launches CSIR-NISCAIR’s
New Multidisciplinary Digest Science Diplomacy

Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister for Science & Technology, Earth Sciences and Forest,
Environment & Climate Change, releasing the first issue of Science Diplomacy at IISF 2017

DR. HARSH VARDHAN, Union Minister
for Science & Technology, Earth Sciences
and Forest, Environment & Climate Change,
released the first issue of Science Diplomacy
brought out by the CSIR-National Institute
of Science Communication and Information
Resources (CSIR-NISCAIR), New Delhi. The

publication was released during the inaugural
ceremony of the India International Science
Festival (IISF) 2017 at the Anna University,
Chennai on 13 October 2017.
Science Diplomacy is among the first
endeavours to bring highlights of Indian
scientific achievements in foreign languages.
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Dr. V.K. Saraswat,
Member, NITI
Ayog said that
he was optimistic
new technologies
like Augmented
Reality, Animation
and Gaming were
emerging to take
forward science
communication. He
was chairing the
final summing-up
session of the “Round
Table Meet on Mass
Communication”

Currently the publication has been
brought out in English and Japanese.
More foreign languages would be added
in the future.
The brainchild of Dr. Manoj Kumar
Patairiya, Director, CSIR-NISCAIR,
Science Diplomacy is the latest scientific
journal to come out of the Institute.
After its establishment more than

sixty-five years ago, CSIR-NISCAIR has
today grown into an institute of national
and internbational repute. It has carved
out a niche for itself in the area of science
communication by bringing out 21 peerreviewed scholarly journals, three widely
circulated popular science magazines
and several books and encyclopaedic
publications on various scientific topics.

The inaugural issue of Science Diplomacy in
English (left) and Japanese (right)

CSIR-NISCAIR Organises “Round Table
Meet on Mass Communication”
Dr. V.K. Saraswat Says New Technologies to Make Science
Communication Easier
Dr. V.K. Saraswat, Member, NITI
Ayog said that he was optimistic new
technologies like Augmented Reality,
Animation and Gaming were emerging
to take forward science communication.
He was chairing the final summing-up
session of the “Round Table Meet on
Mass Communication” organised by
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CSIR-National Institute of Science
Communication And Information
Resources (CSIR-NISCAIR) in collaboration with the National Institute of
Ocean Technology (NIOT), Chennai.
He said that these technologies would
also make the work of taking science to
the people much easier.

The “Round Table Meet
on Mass Communication” was
organised as part of the Third
India International Science
Festival (IISF) during 13-16
October 2017 at the Anna
University in Chennai, Tamil
Nadu.
Inaugurating the Round
Table Meet, Dr. Narender K.
Sehgal, Former Adiser, Govt.
of India and winner of the
prestigious Kalinga Prize said,
“A scientifically literate person
should internalise the method of
science, should know a minimum
of science & technology, and
should be ready to learn a new
thing every day. These are the
three components of scientific
literacy.”
In his inaugural address,
Dr. Sehgal further emphasised
integration of all media for
effective communication by
qualified science communicators.
Chairing
the
inaugural
session, Prof. Kamal Kant
Dwivedi, Vice Chancellor of the
ITM University, Gwalior, said,
“Often good research does not
find its way to people, rather bad
science frequently gets shared.”
That is the challenge we face in

(From right) Dr. V.K. Saraswat, Member, NITI Aayog, Dr. Jayant Sahasrabuddhe,
ViBHA, and Dr. Manoj Kumar Patairiya, Director, CSIR-NISCAIR at the Summing-up
Session of the Round Table Meet on Mass Communication at Chennai

Dr. Manoj Kumar Patairiya, Director, CSIR-NISCAIR felicitating
Dr. V.K. Saraswat, Member, NITI Aayog in the summing-up session
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Dignitaries releasing the theme book of the Round Table Meet on
Mass Communication. From left: Dr. Manoj Kumar Patairiya, Director, CSIR-NISCAIR;
Prof Shambhu Nath Singh, Director, School of Journalism and New Media Studies, IGNOU,
New Delhi; Dr. Narender K. Sehgal, UNESCO, Kalinga Prize Winner;
Prof. Kamal Kant Dwivedi, Vice Chancellor, ITM University, Gwalior;
Dr. Satheesh Shenoy, Director, National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT);
Shri A. Jayakumar, Secretary General, ViBHA and Dr. Dhilsha Rajappan,
Chief Scientist, National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT)

Prof. Dwivedi
further went on to
give a few tips for
effective science
communication,
which included
communicating
global concepts with
reference to Indian
contexts, using
modern tools for
communication, and
also exploring and
involving the most
potential groups of
communicators.
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science communication, he said.
Prof. Dwivedi further went on
to give a few tips for effective science
communication,
which
included
communicating global concepts with
reference to Indian contexts, using
modern tools for communication, and
also exploring and involving the most
potential groups of communicators.
Echoing similar sentiments, Shri
A. Jaya Kumar, General Secretary of
Vijnana Bharati, said that to emerge as a
world leader we have to inculcate a basic
amount of scientific literacy among
fellow citizens. Science and science
communication should be able to
prevent people from dying of diseases.
In his Welcome Address, Dr.
Manoj Kumar Patairiya, Director,
CSIR-NISCAIR, said that for effective
science communication there were
four prerequisites – content, medium,
audience and format. He said a wide
range of media could be utilised for
communicating scientific developments

especially in a country as diverse as
India. This included means such as
traditional folk media to the most recent
social media.
Dr. Patairiya also said that the
content needs to be moulded according
to the levels of scientific literacy
prevailing in the target groups which
included school students on the one
hand and farmers and people from nonscientific backgrounds at the other end
of the spectrum.
Dr. Shenoy, Director, NIOT said
that scientists should reach out to the
public and schools, and other academic
institutions. He suggested translation of
scientific knowledge in all local languages
for effective communication to all levels
– even fisherman. He said that INCOIS
has already initiated communication
of information in regional languages
through mobiles.
There were four components
to the “Round Table Meet on Mass
Communication” – Panel Discussion

on Why science coverage in mass media is
abysmally low?, two parallel Scientific
Sessions on the topic “Trends in Science
Communication”, a special session
for PhD scholars on the nuances of
transforming technical and specialized
scientific content into popular news and
features, and a final Round Table Meet
& Discussion.
In the Panel Discussion Why
science coverage in mass media is abysmally
low?, Mr Pallava Bagla, Science Editor,
NDTV, said that in keeping with the
Prime Minister’s repeated emphasis on
instant and regular communication,
scientists and science administrators
need to take to social media in a big
way. He also said that journalists and
scientists need to come together for
effective communication of science and
technology to the public. There were
no rules, he said, that prevent a scientist
working in the laboratory to talk about
his work to a journalist.
Talking about the need for
scientists also to become good science
communicators, Dr. Upendra Nath
Pandey, Chief News Coordinator,
Dainik Tribune, Chandigarh said this
could especially be a boon for farmers
who need to be conveyed scientific
knowledge in a jargon-free language.
Giving a counter view, however, Mr
Nimish Kapoor from Vigyan Prasar said
that scientists could not be expected to
become good science communicators
because of their research-focused

training.
In the two parallel Scientific Sessions
on “Trends in Science Communication”,
papers were presented on varied
topics such as weather and climate
communication, science communication
in Indian languages, filling the gap
between theory and practice, training and
employment in science communication,
gatekeeping S&T information in
newspapers, blogging as an interactive
experience, use of social media for
addressing social issues and the caution
that needs to be exercised while dealing
with social media.
In a special session chaired by Dr.
Sai Baba of the National Institute
of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru
science communicators like Dr. C.M.

Dr. V.K. Saraswat, Member, NITI Aayog
felicitating Dr. Pradip Srivastava, former
scientist from the CSIR-Central Drug
Research Institute, Lucknow

CSIR News
OCTOBER 2017

221

In The News

222

CSIR News
OCTOBER 2017

Nautiyal, former scientist from
the Birbal Sahni Institute of
Palaeobotany, Prof. Muthuswamy
Balasubramanyam, Dean of
Research
Studies,
Madras
Diabetes Research Foundation,
Chennai and Mr. Hasan Jawaid
Khan, Editor, Science Reporter,
CSIR-NISCAIR gave an insight
into the techniques and nuances
of transforming research papers
into popular science articles.
At the final summingup session of the Round
Table, which was chaired by
Dr. V.K. Saraswat, Member,
NITI Aayog, Dr. Pradip
Renowned science film maker
Srivastava, former scientist from
Mr. Nandan Kudhiyadi at the summing-up session
the CSIR-Central Drug Research
Institute, Lucknow, gave an interesting
and exciting presentation on the use of
cartoons to convey messages pertaining
to complex scientific topics and issues.
Dr. Manoj Kumar Patairiya,
Director,
CSIR-NISCAIR
while
summing up the deliberations during
the two days of the “Round Table Meet
on Mass Communication” said that
media-savvy scientists and science savvy
journalists need to be brought together
on a common platform for effective
science communication. He said that
there was a need for government science
institutions to employ trained science
communication professionals. He also
said that there was a need to promote
research and scholarship in science
communication.
The “Round Table Meet on Mass
Dr. Manoj Kumar Patairiya, Director,
Communication”, which was organised
CSIR-NISCAIR summing up the
for the first time as part of the IISF 2017,
proceedings of the Round Table Meet on
saw enthusiastic participation from
Mass Communication
many regions of the country including
the northeast and even the Andamans.
Dr. Manoj Kumar Patairiya, Director,
The participants included students,
CSIR-NISCAIR summing up the proceedings
researchers, science administrators,
of the Round Table Meet on
science communicators and journalists.
Mass Communication

CIMAP and NBRI Release 100%
Herbal Toothpaste
Two Lucknow-based CSIR laboratories
– Central Institute of Medicinal
& Aromatic Plants (CIMAP) and
National Botanical Research Institute
(NBRI) – have come up with a
100% herbal toothpaste that could
be a complete solution for oral
problems.
Led by Dr. Dinesh Kumar
from CSIR-CIMAP, six scientists
from CIMAP and NBRI worked
for four years jointly to develop the
herbal toothpaste. Three companies
had already approached the CSIR
institutes for technology transfer
even before the formal release of the
product.
Normally, herbal toothpastes in

the market have added chemicals that
have an adverse effect. But the CSIR
herbal product, made using six herbs
and five essential oils, is chemicalfree and will help fight problems
like cavity, tooth sensitivity, bad
odour and will also cure and tighten
bleeding gums.
Herbs such as majuphal known
as gall oak and magic nut have been
used. The herb is known for being
very effective in curing bleeding
disorders ranging from bleeding
gums to excessive bleeding during
the menstrual cycle. Other herbs like
vajradanti and akarkara – known for
the treatment of halitosis and tooth
and gum problems – have been used.

CSIR-CSIO Transfers Tech to
Measure Iodine
The
CSIR-Central
Scientific
Instruments Organisation (CSIO)
has transferred the technology
of an instrument for measuring
iodine value in vegetable oils, to
a Chandigarh-based startup M/s
Comfax Systems.
The instrument, Precision Iodine
Value Analyzer, which measures the
degree of unsaturation (iodine value)
in vegetable oils, has applications
in a host of industries such as oil
extraction units, quality control
and assurance laboratories, food
regulatory authorities, soaps and

Two Lucknow-based
CSIR laboratories –
Central Institute of
Medicinal Aromatic
Plants (CIMAP) and
National Botanical
Research Institute
(NBRI) – have come
up with a
100% herbal
toothpaste that
could be a complete
solution for oral
problems.

cosmetics, bakeries, meat industry,
paint industry, biodiesel analysis and
charcoal industry. It is also useful in
determining adulteration in edible
oils and fats.
Conventionally, iodine value is
determined using manual titration
but this method takes longer
analysis time, is costly and uses toxic
chemicals. Researchers at CSIO have
developed a rapid analysis technique,
which takes just three minutes for
analysis of iodine value. Also, the
cost of analysis per sample has been
reduced drastically.
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Research in new
molecules for
therapeutic purposes
is a constant
requirement in
pharmaceutics.
Chemists create them
and phytochemists
extract them from the
natural environment,
before observing how
they work in adapted
tests, for example
on cancer cells or in
the case of neuron
degeneration, such
as in Alzheimer’s
disease.
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CSIR-IIP Signs MoU with Uttarakhand
Govt. to Extract Bio-fuel from Pine Leaves
The Uttarakhand government and the
CSIR-Indian Institute of Petroleum
(IIP), Dehradun will work together to
extract turpentine oil and bio-fuel from
dry pine leaves, which are considered to
be the main cause of forest fires in the
state during summers.
The state government and IIP
agreed in principle to collaborate on
the project at a meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat.
An MoU will soon be signed between
the two sides to extract turpentine oil
from dry pine leaves and make biofuel out of its waste. Dry pine leaves
collection centres will be set up in eight

hilly districts of the state – Almora,
Chamoli, Nainital, Pauri, Rudraparayag,
Pithoragarh, Tehri and Uttarkashi.
Not only does the project promise
utilisation of waste, it will also save pine
forests from catching fire during summer
besides conserving Uttarakhand’s rich
flora and fauna.
In the preliminary stage 40 tonnes
of dry pine leaves will be required for
the purpose on a daily basis which
will be bought from villages and
panchayats. It will generate revenue for
the state government and employment
opportunities for the locals.

French-Indian Laboratory on Health
Established
The creation of an international
associated laboratory, which was signed
on 9 October 2017, is the continuation
of a collaboration which has been
underway for several years and aims to
facilitate knowledge sharing for both
the discovery of new bioactive molecules and for their optimisation by
synthesis.
Research in new molecules for
therapeutic purposes is a constant
requirement in pharmaceutics. Chemists
create them and phytochemists extract
them from the natural environment,
before observing how they work in
adapted tests, for example on cancer cells
or in the case of neuron degeneration,
such as in Alzheimer’s disease.
In order to bring together their skills

in these fields, researchers from India
and Rennes have signed an agreement,
under the supervision of the CNRS,
for the creation of a new international
associated laboratory called Natural
Products and Synthesis towards
Affordable Health (NPSAH) which
includes more than thirty researchers
from the two countries.
This
international
associated
laboratory associates Université de
Rennes 1, and more specifically the
Institut des Sciences Chimiques in
Rennes, with the CSIR-Indian Institute
of Chemical Technology (IICT) in
Hyderabad, one of the flagships of
the Council for Scientific & Industrial
Research (CSIR) based in Hyderabad.
This signature follows eight years of

collaboration through the international
associated laboratory Joint Laboratory
for Sustainable Chemistry at Interfaces,
which focused on organic synthesis
and produced more than 50 high-level
publications.
This new international associated
laboratory will pursue previous work on
organic synthesis and the development
of new vectors for drugs. The second
theme concerns cancer cells, in which

the balance is broken between proteins
which lead to cell death (called proapoptotic proteins) and those which
block it. The researchers from the two
Institutes will be able to draw on the
various resources and share skills in
organic chemistry or catalysis. They
hope to identify new molecules, study
their mechanisms and also synthesise
them in order to allow them to be used
on a wider scale.

Events

CSIR Platinum Jubilee Technofest at
CSIR-NAL
On the occasion of the CSIR
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations,
a Capsule Exhibition was
organized at the CSIR-National
Aerospace Laboratories (CSIRNAL), Bengaluru from 25-27
October 2017 inviting students,
teachers, researchers, faculty of
academic institutions, public,
etc. Posters and exhibits
depicting CSIR contributions
were widely circulated to
most of the schools and top
CSIR News
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The event showcased
a wide spectrum of
science & technology
contributions of
the 38 national
laboratories of CSIR
covered under various
thematic sectors
from aerospace
to agriculture,
environment to energy,
healthcare to drinking
water, etc.
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engineering colleges in and around
Bengaluru. Wide publicity was also
given through the local press media
about the exhibition.
The event showcased a wide
spectrum of science & technology
contributions of the 38 national
laboratories of CSIR covered under
various thematic sectors from aerospace
to agriculture, environment to energy,
healthcare to drinking water, etc.
The first day of the event was
inaugurated by Dr. A.R. Upadhya,
former Director, CSIR-NAL. A
large number of students and faculty
from
science
and
engineering
colleges visited the exhibition and

had an opportunity to know about
technologies & products of CSIR like
SARAS aircraft, Hansa aircraft, UAVs,
blood glucose metabolizer, amylase rich
energy food for new-born, nano
filtration for safe drinking water,
technology for converting waste plastics
for automotive fuel & petrochemicals,
eco-friendly furnaces for brass artisans,
cleaner and greener chemicals for
leather, clot buster streptokinase,
aerodynamic cyclone shelters, etc. The
last day of the event was open to the
general public.
The exhibition witnessed the
presence of more than 2000 students,
faculty members and general public.

75th CSIR Foundation Day Celebration at
CSIR-CSIO

Prof. R.K. Sinha, Director, CSIR-CSIO felicitating Dr. Anil Wali, Managing Director,
Foundation for Innovation & Technology, IIT Delhi

CSIR-Central Scientific Instruments
Organisation (CSIR-CSIO), Chandigarh
celebrated the 75th CSIR Foundation
Day by organizing a Foundation Day
Lecture entitled “Start-up Leaders:
Passion Purpose and Innovations”
by Dr. Anil Wali, Managing Director,
Foundation
for
Innovation
&
Technology, IIT Delhi, on 25 October
2017.
Dr. Anil Wali is an IIT Delhi
Doctorate, and has years of experience in
specialty chemicals and clean processes.
In his talk Dr. Anil Wali highlighted the
importance of leadership in start-ups.
His lecture created a friendly environment
for the audience to open up, facilitating
an interactive session. According to
him, Creativity and Imagination lead
to generation of feasible ideas which
are developed into inventions and
further utilized in commercial space

Dr. Anil Wali delivering
the Foundation Day lecture

leading to innovations.
Earlier, Prof. R.K. Sinha, Director,
CSIO while welcoming the chief guest
CSIR News
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highlighted the aims and goals of CSIR
and its contributions in the field of
science and technology. He also talked
about various technologies transferred
by CSIO in the last one year. Prof. Sinha
also presented an overview of the ongoing projects and future plans of the
Laboratory. He said that CSIR-CSIO
is planning to develop a number of

School students visiting the laboratories of
CSIR-CSIO

Children giving a cultural performance
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technologies for tactical use as well as
for societal benefit.
All those staff members of CSIO
who completed 25 years of regular
service in CSIR and also who retired
during the preceding year were honored
by presenting them mementoes and
shawls on the occasion.
As a part of the CSIR Foundation
Day celebrations an Open Day was
observed in the morning in which
more than 500 students from
various colleges and schools visited
the laboratories and interacted with
the scientists. On this occasion,
students along with teachers from
different Kendriya Vidyalayas
under the Jigyasa programme also
visited CSIO and had interactions
with scientists actively involved
in technology development for
agriculture, healthcare and defence
sector under the “Make in India”
and “Innovate in India” schemes
of the government of India. Under
the Jigyasa programme, 1151
Kendriya Vidyalayas are connected
with 38 CSIR laboratories
targeting one lakh students and
nearly 1000 teachers annually. The
focus of the programme is on
connecting Kendriya Vidyalaya
school students and scientists so as
to extend the student’s classroom
learning with that of a very well
planned research laboratory based
learning.
Earlier various activities like
Multimedia Quiz for Scientists and
Staff, poetry, painting and dance
competitions for the children of
CSIO staff were also organized.
The programme concluded with
prize distribution to the wards of
staff who had excelled in various
sports and other events.

CSIR-CSIO Celebrates its Foundation Day
Chandigarh-based national laboratory
CSIR-Central Scientific Instruments
Organisation celebrated its Foundation
Day on 30 October 2017 with scientists,
retirees, academicians, researchers and
students from several schools attending
the function.
While welcoming the gathering,
CSIR-CSIO Director Prof. R.K. Sinha
highlighted the contributions made
by CSIO since its inception in various
sectors, viz. social, industrial, etc. for the
country.
The chief guest of the function was
Dr. Anil Bhardwaj, Director, Physical
Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad.
Dr. Bhardwaj delivered the CSIO
Foundation Day lecture on the topic
“Indian Planetary Exploration Program”.
Dr. Bhardwaj gave an overview of the
country’s current and proposed space
exploratory programmes and discussed
various success stories in this arena and
also listed out the challenges being faced
by space scientists. He also highlighted
research avenues that can be explored in
the field of space sciences.
India successfully placed its Mars
orbiter (Mangalyaan) in the orbit around
Mars in its very first attempt, joining an
elite club of countries with expertise in
space technology. Dr. Bhardwaj cited
several incidents wherein indigenous
technologies developed by Indian
scientists helped in achieving “The Mars
Orbiter Mission (MOM)”. Mangalyaan
mission is a “technology demonstrator”
project to develop the technologies for
designing, planning, management, and
operations of an interplanetary mission.
It carries five instruments (namely,
Mars Colour Camera, Thermal Infrared
Imaging Spectrometer, Methane Sensor
for Mars, Lyman Alpha Photometer and

Mars Exospheric Neutral Composition
Analyser) that will help advance
knowledge about Mars to achieve
its scientific objective. MOM data is
being used rigorously by researchers
for research and development. Dr.
Bhardwaj concluded the talk by quoting
the several laurels like cost-effectiveness,
short period of realisation, economical

Dr. R.K. Sinha, Director, CSIR-CSIO
felicitating Dr. Anil Bhardwaj, Director,
Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad

CSIR-CSIO Annual Report 2016-17
being released
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Exhibition showcasing several indigenous technologies developed and
commercialized by CSIO

mass-budget, miniaturisation of five
heterogeneous science payloads, etc.
achieved by Mangalyaan.
As a part of the Council for
Scientific and Industrial Research’s
(CSIR) platinum jubilee celebrations, the
CSIO also organised a three-day science
exhibition covering the technological
achievements of the CSIR in various

fields. The exhibition showcased several
indigenous technologies developed and
commercialized by CSIO. The exhibition
was inaugurated by Dr. Bhardwaj. The
exhibition was made open for students
as well as the general public.
Further, CSIR-CSIO Annual Report
2016-17 was also released on this
occasion.

CSIR-NISCAIR Open Day 2017 — “Indian
Raw Materials & Products Expo”
The CSIR-National Institute
of Science Communication
and Information Resources
(CSIR-NISCAIR),
New
Delhi, organized an Open
Day as part of the CSIR
Platinum Jubilee Foundation
Day celebrations at CSIRNISCAIR, Pusa Campus on
25 September 2017.
The Institute’s premises
were thrown open to
students from the schools
of Delhi/NCR. The campus
Dr. G. Mahesh, Senior Principal
Scientist, briefing the students
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was vibrant with young and energetic students explaining the exhibits and
young children full of enthusiasm going answering their queries. Dr. T.K. Jana
around the “Indian Raw Materials & presented posters on IPR and Patenting.
Products Expo” where they witnessed
The Climate Change Informatics
the rich and rare collections of the team headed by Dr. J. Sundaresan
Institute’s Raw Materials, Herbarium engaged the students showing them the
and Museum (RHMD) – the specimen tools and equipments used in climate
cell of the Wealth of India Raw change studies and also exhibited
Materials containing
economically
important
Indian
plants, animals and
minerals.
The
visitors
had a “Touch and
Feel” of selected
medicinally important
plants displayed in
the campus main
lawns. Each exhibit
had details like the
taxonomic
name,
classification, and their
importance. Students
as well as Teachers
showed eagerness in
learning about the
Mr. R.S. Jayasomu, Senior Principal Scientist, briefing
medicinal plants by
students about the Expo
noting down such
useful information.
Dr. Sunita Garg,
Emeritus
Scientist,
CSIR-NISCAIR was
the main resource
person who explained
the importance of
a Herbarium and
demonstrated
how
herbarium
sheets
could be made. Shri
R.K. Khanna, former
Technical
Officer,
RHMD assisted Dr.
Garg in explaining
about
herbarium
specimens.
CSIRNISCAIR Scientists
with Life Sciences
Dr. N.K. Prasanna Kumari, Scientist, interacts with children
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background, Dr. K.P. Singh, Dr. G. “Climatoons” – cartoons on the theme
Mahesh, Dr. Firdoous Ahmed Mir, of climate change.
Mrs Pramila Majumdar and Dr. N.K.
Further, students were shown a
Prasanna Kumari interacted with the ‘demo’ of how science magazines and

Students from various schools enlighten themselves about botanical facts and medicinal plants
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Mrs. Pramila Majumdar illustrates various activities at
CSIR-NISCAIR and also IISF 2017

journals are printed in multicolour in the
heavy duty high-end printing machines
installed at CSIR-NISCAIR.
Dr. Surjit singh and Mr Ajay
Sheopuri explained the role of
multimedia in science communication in
this digital era. They also informed the
students about the career prospects for
multimedia in science
Students noting
communication.
down scientific
Mrs Majumdar
details of various
traditional medicinal
and volunteers from
plants
Vijnana
Bharati
(VIBHA)
briefed
the students about the Third India
International Science Festival (IISF
2017) to be held in Chennai in October
2017.
More than 650 students
from approximately 17
schools participated and
made it a grand success.
The maximum participation
was from the Salwan Public
School, Old Rajinder Nagar,
New Delhi with more than
200 students.

Students visit in Raw
Materials Herbarium &
Museum
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IISF 2017: CBRI, Roorkee Organizes
Science Fest, Press Meet and Public
Outreach Programme

Students participating in the programme
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CSIR-Central
Building
Research
Institute, Roorkee organized a Public
Outreach Programme for school
children, college students, teachers,
industry personnel, media and public
as a precursor event of the Third India
International Science Festival (IISF2017) on Friday, September 14-15, 2017
at CSIR-CBRI, Roorkee.
Inaugurating the programme, Dr.
N. Gopalakrishnan, Director, CSIRCBRI, Roorkee welcomed the school

children and encouraged the students to
take inspiration from eminent scientists
such as Sir C.V. Raman, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam and Dr. Meghnad Saha to achieve
science excellence.
Dr. R.K. Goel, Chief Scientist and
Scientist-in-Charge,
CSIR-CIMFR
Regional Centre, CBRI Campus,
Roorkee presented an interesting lecture
on “Tunneling in Rocks” and informed
about the diverse types of tunnels, their
excavation process, equipment used

Dr. N. Gopalakrishnan, Director, CSIR-CBRI
addressing the gathering

Dr. R. K. Goel giving a lecture on
“Tunnelling in Rocks”

Dr. Suvir Singh talks about
“Fire Engineering”

Dr. Atul Kumar Agarwal informing
the students about IISF 2017

The students also visited the labs
in construction challenges and the key
of CBRI, learned about the Institute
safety features during the process.
Dr. Suvir Singh, Chief Scientist, technologies and had an interactive
CSIR-CBRI presented an informative session with the Institute’s scientists.
lecture on “Fire Engineering”. With the
help of case studies, he explained how
a fire spreads, its stages, the time of
spread, structure elements responsible
for the spread, efficient fire escape
routes and how to minimize loss. He
informed the students about the fire
resistance of newly developed building
structure element technologies such
as fire-resistant glasses and thermal
shock protected column developed for
prevention, protection, and confinement
of the fire through short video films.
Dr. Atul Kumar Agarwal, Senior
Principal Scientist, informed the
students that the Ministry of Science
and Technology and Ministry of Earth
Sciences in association with VIBHA
(Vijnana Bharti) and National Institute
of Ocean Technology are organizing the
3rd India International Science Festival
(IISF-2017) with its theme “Science for
New India” during October 13-16, 2017
at Chennai to showcase Indian science
achievements and innovation for the
students, young researchers, and the
general public.
Students visiting CSIR-CBRI Labs
CSIR News
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Press Meet
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The programme was attended
by more than 500 students along
with faculty members from
various schools and colleges
including Kendriya Vidhyalya
No. 1, Kendriya Vidhyalya
No. 2, Swan Public School,
KLDAV (PG) College, College
of Advanced Technology, and
Phonics Group of Institutes.
As a prelude to the event, a
Press Meet was organized on 14
September 2017 to apprise the
public about the forthcoming
event. Dr. A.K. Minocha, Chief
Scientist chaired the press
meet and Dr. Atul
Kumar Agarwal, Nodal
Officer, briefed about
the programme. Press
Representatives from
Amar Ujala, Dainik
Jagran,
Hindustan,
Rashtriya
Sahara,
Uttaranchal Deep, Awame-Hind, Punjab Kesari,
Hindi Khabar, Shah Times
and Jan Bharat Mail
and electronic media
personnel from D.D.
News, India News, Live
Today and ETV News
etc. attended the meet.

Honours & Awards

CSIR-IIIM Scientist Receives Bharat
Gaurav Award

The prestigious “Bharat Gaurav Award”
2017 was awarded by IIFS-New Delhi
to Dr. Anil K. Tripathi, Scientist at the
CSIR-Indian Institute of Integrative
Medicine (CSIR-IIIM), Jammu on 4
October 2017 at the India International
Centre, New Delhi.
This award is in recognition for his
meritorious achievements, outstanding

performance
and
individual excellence
throughout his life.
Dr. Tripathi has an
illustrious
scientific
career of 34 years and
has been engaged in
areas of Medicinal
Chemistry.
He has been
awarded fellowships/
travel grants from
CICS, INSA, DST, etc. to visit overseas
scientific programmes on various
occasions. He has been a reviewer of
various international scientific journals
of repute like Current Organic Chemistry
(Bentham Science Publishers), Synthetic
Communications (Taylor & Francis),
Carbohydrate Polymers (Science Direct–
Elsevier), etc.

CSIR-NCL Receives the India Research
Excellence Award in Natural Sciences
CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory
(CSIR-NCL), Pune received Clarivate
Analytics India Research Excellence
Citation Award 2017 in the area of
Natural Sciences in a function held at
Delhi on 3 November 2017. Clarivate
Analytics announced the 6th edition
of the Research Excellence–Awards
to recognize and honour research
excellence in the country.
Dr. Darbha Srinivas, Chair, Catalysis and
Inorganic Chemistry, CSIR-NCL receiving the
citation and memento from the hands of
Dr. Rajagopala Chidambaram and
Dr. Anil Sahasrabudhe
[Photo Courtesy: Clarivate Analytics]

CSIR News
OCTOBER 2017

237

Honours & Awards

Clarivate Analytics has instituted
these awards to identify the most
influential researchers and institutions
for their outstanding and pioneering
research contributions to the country.
Highly cited research publications that
imply high impact research were an
important criterion amongst others for
the analysis. Data was derived from the
Web of Science and InCites scholarly

research analytical solutions for the
analysis.
The award/citation was received in a
function held in Delhi from the hands of
Dr. Rajagopala Chidambaram, Principal
Scientific Advisor, Government of India
and Dr. Anil Sahasrabudhe, Chairman,
All India Council for Technical
Education, New Delhi.

CSIR-NISCAIR Scientist Elevated to Senior
Member of IEEE
Ms Charu Verma,
Principal
Scientist
at
CSIR-National
Institute of Science
Communication
And
Information
Resources
(CSIRNISCAIR),
New
Delhi has been
elevated to the grade
of Senior Member
of the IEEE. Senior
Member
is
the
highest professional
grade of the IEEE,
which
requires
experience
and
reflects professional
accomplishment.
Only, 10% of 423,566 members have
achieved this level.
A B.Tech in Electronics &
Communication from the Delhi
Institute of Technology (now called
the Netaji Subhash Institute of
Technology), Ms Charu Verma is an
MBA in IT & Finance from the Indian
Institute of Technology, Delhi.
Ms. Charu Verma is currently
Principal Scientist, IT Division, CSIRNISCAIR with around 21 years of
professional work experience in the
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IT Industry. She worked in various
roles like Project Manager, Team
Leader, Architect, Developer, etc. with
experience in systems development,
project management, strategy and
customer relationships in enterprise
software, big data, decision support
systems (DSS), business intelligence
(BI), data warehouse, data marts, data
mining, database design, development
and administration, e-learning, design
& development of MIS, data science/
data analytics, EDA (Electronic Design
Automation) and website design,
development and administration.
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International Congress of Cell Biology 2018
“The Dynamic Cell: Molecules &
Networks to Form and Function”
27-31 January 2018
Organised by CSIR-Centre for Cellular & Molecular Biology
(CSIR-CCMB)

IFCB (International Federation for
Cell Biology) and APOCB (Asian
Pacific Organization for Cell Biology)
are the two primary international
organizations for cell biology and
their mission is to foster cell biology
research and Cell Biology Societies in
countries across the world. The 13th
IFCB congress and the 8th APOCB
Meeting will be held in Hyderabad,
India jointly with the Indian Society
of Cell Biology (ISCB) along with its
41st annual meeting. This meeting also
commemorates the 30th anniversary
of Asian-Pacific organization for Cell
Biology.
This will be the first-ever joint
meeting of these two International
cell biology organizations, and will
see cell biologists from across the
world coming together to showcase
and discuss their work.
Sessions on cell biology
education, what a career in cell
biology means, scientific writing
and ethics are also planned. Latest
tools available to cell biologists will
also be discussed and showcased.
Corporate sector that helps cell
biology research by manufacturing/

distributing equipment & resources,
will play an active part in showcasing
their latest products. Highlights are
mini symposia, and a special session
to commemorate discovery of GPI
anchors. It is also proposed to host
pre and post-conference satellite
meetings in other cities of India.
The Conference will include a full
range of academic sessions, plenary
lectures, and social/cultural events.
The meeting specially encourages
participation from young researchers.
Scientists trained in physical or
chemical sciences, but have an interest
in understanding the biological cell,
are encouraged to participate.
Contact
Mr. M V Subba Rao
Email: iccb2018@ccmb.res.in
Coordinators
Vegesna Radha & Jyotsna Dhawan
CSIR-Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biology

Tel: +91-40-27192619 /
+91-40-27160222
Fax: +91-40-27160591 /
+91-40-27160311
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